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Sydney Branch  

Gear Inspection Guidelines 
2018/2019 

Version Summary 
2015-2016 issued 27/7/2015,  V2 updated 7/8/2015 
2016-2017 issued 6/8/2016 
2017-2018 Reviewed by M Spooner 06/2017 
2018-2019 Reviewed by M Spooner 08/2018 
 

These guidelines are designed for Clubs and Support Services to assist with the efficient and effective 

inspection and assessment of all surf lifesaving equipment. 

Equipment that is to be inspected must meet the requirements set out in the document supplied by 

Surfguard.  

Important Notes for Clubs: 

• The Club Gear steward or a club Representative must be available to the Sydney Branch gear 

inspectors if required to answer any questions regarding any equipment being inspected. 

Clubs should have a minimum of 2 members, and their gear steward assisting on the day. 

• All equipment that is inspected MUST be entered in to Surfguard, this includes all Junior 

activities rescue equipment (Tubes, Boards and other) as well. 

• Points will be deducted for equipment presented and not displayed on sheets or equipment 

on sheets not being presented. 

• Equipment will be assessed as outlined in this document 

• Equipment presented must be endorsed by SLSA and MUST follow requirements set in 

SLSNSW Standard Operational Procedures. 

• All entries to Surfguard must be completed by the set date by the Director of Lifesaving or 

nominated Coordinator. 

 

Equipment Grading  

All items will be graded and if passed, SLSNSW Gear Inspection Stickers will be issued by the Sydney 

Branch Gear Inspectors.  

 

P = Pass Suitable to use for patrol activities  

F = Fair Item requires maintenance before use (Re-inspection Sticker and isolated until repaired)  

R = Re-inspect Major repairs required or was not ready for inspection (Re-inspection Sticker and 

isolated until repaired)  

D = Discard Item is beyond repair – discard and never use again (label and isolate until discarded)  

 

Refer to individual SLSA policies and specifications for further equipment information via SLSA 

members area.  These inspection requirements are for patrol equipment only (safety and 

operational inspections). The items may be required to meet further competition scrutineering 

requirements for surf sports purposes.  

 

Surf Life Saving Gear and Equipment Inspections do not replace an authorised RMS inspection and 

registration excluding maritime exempt equipment (IRB and RWC) 
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The Gear and Equipment Inspection process  

A. Updated Gear and Equipment Information in Surfguard  

Clubs are to update their gear and equipment into Surfguard, in advance of an inspection. 

This should include deleting any sold or discarded equipment and adding any new 

equipment. This should be updated over the course of the season as equipment changes.  

 

B. Branches Inspection Date 

The Sydney Branch gear inspection date is the 1st September 2018.  

 

C. Gear Inspection Format 2018  

Sydney Branch will trial a new format to Gear Inspection in Season 2018/2019. The new 

format will be split teams for the inspection, with Nth Bondi – Cronulla being inspected by 

one large team, and a smaller team inspecting the RNP Clubs. This format has been adapted 

to minimize the time taken by the GI Process.  

 

D. Current Gear and Equipment Printouts  

Sydney Branch will print (2 Copies) of the pre-filled gear and equipment list from Surfguard 

for each club (previously updated by the club) plus additional ‘state’ forms. The inspection 

team will have these on the day of inspection.  

 

E. Gear Inspection  APP  

Branch Inspectors will utilize the Sydney Branch Gear Inspection Application during the 

inspection process. This application provided a major improvement in productivity and cut 

down the time required by the GI considerably. Results will be recorded in the Application 

and reinspects and the like will be provided to the club’s by the Branch Office, prior to the 

commencement of the Season.  All clubs will be provided with their SLSS Gear Inspection 

App log in details at the Pre Gear Inspection Meeting for clubs 4 August 2018. 

 

F. Branch Inspection Panel  

The Branch appointed ‘Gear Inspectors’ will complete all inspections. The Gear Inspectors 

will provide the club with a copy of the completed inspection paper work (on the day). Only 

equipment inspected and passed and updated on Surfguard can be used on patrol. 

 

G. Starting from the 2018/19 season, inspection stickers will no longer be used or required for 

equipment that has successfully passed Gear and Equipment Inspection. However, “Re-

Inspect” and “Discard” items as assessed by the Branch Inspector, will require a “Defective 

Equipment Tag” as illustrated below and must be immediately removed from service until 

the item has been repaired or discarded. All tags must be: 

• Applied in a visible position so the equipment can be easily identified as defective 

• Marked with the Inspectors signature and reason for defect 
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H. Challenge of Assessed equipment by Inspection Panel members and Club 

Decision will be final on the day by DOL/ LS Manager on the day. The DOL/ LSM will be 

available at the end of each clubs inspection to discuss live results with the Gear Steward or 

Club Captain.  

 

I. Re-Inspections  

Any Gear or Equipment that does not pass the inspection process must be immediately 

removed from service and have a faulty equipment label applied. Clubs shall repair/isolate 

or discard as necessary.  Any re-inspects are to be completed within 14 days of Inspection. 

 

J. Supporting Documentation  

The following information can be found in SLSA Members area – document library : 

https://members.sls.com.au/SLSA_MembersOnline/public/document_library# 

 

• SLSA Policy 1.06  Gear & Equipment Policy (last review date May 2018) 

• SLSA Policy 1.05 Patrol Uniforms (last review date May 2018) 

• SLSA Gear & Equipment Manual 

• SLSA Equipment Branding Guidelines 

• SLSA Procedure IRB Outboard Motor Sealing  (updated July 2017) 

 

 

The following information can be found on SLSNSW website 

https://www.surflifesaving.com.au/resources/gear-and-equipment 

 

• SLSNSW Gear & Equipment Manual 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://members.sls.com.au/SLSA_MembersOnline/public/document_library
https://www.surflifesaving.com.au/resources/gear-and-equipment
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Data required to be entered into Surf Guard and Inspection lists for Gear Inspection. 

 

1. ATV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Defibrillator  
Note : Defib Pad Expiry Dates - it is not documented that Pads Expiry Dates are to extend the full length of 

season, due to cost this should not be required. Clubs and Inspection regularly inspect AED equipment.  

Confirmed by SLSNSW and advised to Clubs 7/8/2015.   
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3. IRB Motors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Life Jackets  
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5. Mankin 

 

 

6. Oxygen 
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7. Radios 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Rescue Board 

Note : Knee Pads Older Rescue Boards - knee pads are not a minimum requirement of a Rescue Board, if the board did 

not come with them. Clubs would be expected to maintain the overall condition of rescue board components, 

however if a club have boards with a knee pad missing or damaged it will be marked as a defective knee pad.  

Confirmed by SLSNSW and advised to Clubs 7/8/2015.   
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9. Rescue Tube  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Spinal Equipment  
Note : Spinal Collars - it is required that the Collars/Collar available can fit to all neck sizes. If the adjustable collar 

available meets this requirement a pass shall be allocated to the ‘kit’. Confirmed by SLSNSW and advised to Clubs 

7/8/2015. 

 

 

11. Suction Equipment 
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12. First Aid Room 

 

 

13. First Equipment  
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14. Patrol Equipment  

as per SLSNSW SOPs Version 5, 2016 
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15.  IRB 
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Presentation of Equipment: 

1. Patrol Equipment: 

a. Patrol Tents –  

i. Be erected as per being on patrol 

ii. Correct sponsorship logos displayed and undamaged 

iii. Cover to be in good condition and undamaged 

iv. Structure and supports are in good condition and undamaged  

v. All ropes and pegs are in good condition and undamaged 

vi. All safety equipment to be implemented and displayed 

vii. Other 

 

 
 

b. Patrol Screens –  

i. Be erected as per being on patrol 

ii. Correct sponsorship logos displayed and undamaged 

1. Side screens must display official sponsor currently DHL 

2. Rear screen may display Club sponsors as per Sydney Branch 

branding  policy 

iii. Screen material to be in good condition and undamaged 

1. No missing eyelets 

2. Tears or rips 

3. Other where integrity has been breached 

 

iv. Structure, fixings and supports are in good condition and undamaged  

v. All ropes or ties supporting screens are in good condition and undamaged 

vi. Other 
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c. Flags – as per list 

i. Not to be damaged or frayed 

ii. Not to be excessively faded  

iii. Not to be dirty, mouldy or covered in marks 

d. Patrol Area Signage – as per list 

i. Not to be damaged  

ii. Not to be excessively marked or disfigured 

iii. Not to be dirty, mouldy or unsecured 

e. Patrol Uniforms – not required for inspection day 

 

                    
 

f. Surf NSW – Standard Operating Procedures 

i. Must be accessible and presentable   

ii. Acknowledged by gear panel as to the location during the season  

g. Club Patrol Operations Manual 

i. Must be accessible and presentable  in the patrol area 

ii. Must be current as per commence of season 

h. Pocket Books Patrol Guidelines 

i. Must be accessible and displayed in area 

i. Log Books 

i. Incident 

ii. Patrol 

iii. IRB 
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2. First Aid: 

a. Rooms  

i. Items to be presented on table or bench in order of list to be marked correct 

ii. All items to be in “Use by date till the end of patrol season” preferably the 

1st of May as a minimum 

iii. Items are to be operational for use 

iv. Items not displayed as per list will be marked for re-inspection 

v. Items are to be in line with State requirements as a minimum 

b. Kits – Portable 

i. Items to be presented on table or bench in order of list to be marked correct 

ii. All items to be in “Use by date till the end of patrol season” preferably the 

1st of May as a minimum 

iii. Items are to be operational for use 

iv. Items not displayed as per list will be marked for re-inspection 

v. Items are to be in line with State requirements as a minimum 
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c. Kits – Patrol Portable “Bum” Bags 

i. Items to be presented on table or bench in order of list to be marked correct 

ii. All items to be in “Use by date till the end of patrol season” preferably the 

1st of May as a minimum 

iii. Items are to be operational for use 

iv. Items not displayed as per list will be marked for re-inspection 

v. Items are to be in line with State requirements as a minimum 
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d. Kits – Trauma 

i. Items to be presented on table or bench in order of list to be marked correct 

ii. All items to be in “Use by date till the end of patrol season” preferably the 

1st of May as a minimum 

iii. Items are to be operational for use 

iv. Items not displayed as per list will be marked for re-inspection 

v. Items are to be in line with State requirements as a minimum 

 

 

 

 

3. Radios: 

a. Base Units 

i. Channels are to be in accordance with NSW SLS allocate radio frequencies 

ii. Units are to be able to make contact with all portable units 

iii. Must be operational and in good condition 

b. Portable Hand Sets 

i. Channels are to be in accordance with NSW SLS allocate radio frequencies 

ii. Units are to be able to make contact with all portable units 

iii. Must be operational and in good condition 

iv. Water proof coverings are in good condition and operational 
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4. Oxygen Units:  

 

               
 

Administration – Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

 

a. Hard Case: 

i. Meets checklist content requirements 

ii. To be unpacked from unit and laid on a table in order of checklist for 

verification  

iii. Must be operational for patrol use 
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b. Soft Case: 

i. Meets checklist content requirements 

ii. To be unpacked from unit and laid on a table in order of checklist for 

verification  

iii. Must be operational for patrol use 

c. Training: 

i. Meets checklist content requirements 

ii. To be unpacked from unit and laid on a table in order of checklist for 

verification  

iii. Must be operational and marked “Training Only” 

d. Suction: 

i. Meets checklist content requirements 

ii. To be unpacked from unit and laid on a table in order of checklist for 

verification  

iii. Must be operational for patrol use 

iv. Training units to be marked “Training Only” 
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5. Automatic  External Defibrillator (AED’s): 

a. Patrol 

i. Administration – Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

ii. Contents to be displayed in order as per document 

b. Training – (Unit is to have all components in the training unit as required in a patrol 

unit) 

i. Administration – Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

ii. Contents to be displayed in order as per document 

iii. Training unit and carry case to be clearly marked “ Training Only” 
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6. Manikins: 

a. Adult 

i. Units to be clean,  

ii. Chest covers to be free from dirt and marks 

iii. Chest to ensure compression depth identifier operating  

iv. Sterile face to be attached to unit for inflation check 

b. Child 

i. Units to be clean,  

ii. Chest covers to be free from dirt and marks 

iii. Chest to ensure compression depth identifier operating  

iv. Sterile face to be attached to unit for inflation check 

c. Infant 

i. Units to be clean,  

ii. Chest covers to be free from dirt and marks 

iii. Chest to ensure compression depth identifier operating  

iv. Sterile face to be attached to unit for inflation check 

d. Defib 

i. Units to be clean,  

ii. Chest covers to be free from dirt and marks 

iii. Chest to ensure compression depth identifier operating  

iv. Sterile face to be attached to unit for inflation check 

v. Metal tape strip to be in good condition or similar unit to be operational 
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7. Spinal: 

All equipment must be endorsed SLSA equipment 

a. Boards 

i. Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

ii. To be clearly marked 

iii. To be structurally sound 

iv. Must have straps to accompany board 

b. Straps 

i. Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

ii. To be clearly marked 

iii. To be structurally sound 

iv. To be laid out for inspection  

v. To be in a numbered carry bag 

 

 

 
Present similar to this! 
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DO NOT PRESENT LIKE THIS! 

 

                
              DO NOT PRESENT LIKE THIS!  
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8. Rescue Tubes:  

a. Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

b. All tubes should be labeled with the Club name and numbered for easy identification 

c. Items to be laid and displayed for inspection  

d. Any faults and items will be marked “Discard”  
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e. What the inspector looks for: 

 
I. No Cuts or major damage to the tube 

II. Stitching on webbing should be intact and strong. Tubes with  pink webbing 
may need to be discarded as its strength has been reduced 

III. Holes around the eyelet of the halyard or frayed edges of the webbing or 
halyard warrants the tube being discarded. 

IV. Lines should not have knots in them. 
V. Frayed webbing needs to be replaced or the tube discarded. 

VI. Line attachment to the tube and halyard must be spliced as per the picture 
below. 

VII. Distance between the tw0 rings should be 200mm  
VIII. Clips must close automatically when opened. 

 
 
 
Example of tube lines and webbing that need repair.  These would not pass. 
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9. Rescue Boards: 

a. Essential Surfguard information MUST be supplied in full 

b. Items clearly numbered and displayed 

c. Items to be laid and displayed for inspection  

d. Must be free of all dings and broken Fibreglass. Repairs must be painted regulation 

yellow. 

e. Pads must be firmly attached 

f. Hand grips must not be broken, frayed or loose 

g. Metal Screw heads ( on straps) should not be exposed unless as per manufacturers 

specification. 

h. Surf Rescue signage should be visible and complete per SLSA specification. It should 

not be damaged ( e.g. missing letters) or substantially faded. 

i. Must meet all check list requirements 

 

         

 
         PRESENT LIKE THIS! 

 



Surf Life Saving Sydney Branch Gear Inspection Guidelines 2018/2019 
Page 26 of 35 

          

 
          NOT LIKE THIS! Trip hazard, not sequential, confined space 
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10. IRB’s: 

 

Items inspected are listed below, but are not limited to Hulls, Ropes, Pontoons, Floor, Floor 

Boards, Transom, Ropes and Fuel / Fuel Storage. Items need to be presented clean and in 

one area.  The Gear inspection team are not there to setup or assist to get equipment out of 

storage. 

 

Note:    

IRB’s are to be inflated, with floorboards out if a soft hull IRB, PFD’s available. Please see 

Appendix D regarding acceptable equipment standard required for an IRB to Pass. 

 

Clubs Must have the right foot strap removed from all IRB’s and Holes filed with a marine 

grade sealant.  Remaining straps be adjustable straps as per SLSA guidelines. 

 

Annual Registration of Vessels  

 

The annual registration of ‘current vessels’ will continue to be a part of the Gear and 

Equipment Inspection process.  

 

Annual Registration Form An additional Annual Vessel Registration process has been 

implemented for the 2015/16 Season to allow SLSNSW to accurately assess and document 

all Surf Life Saving registered vessels operating in NSW, as the NSW Roads and Maritime 

Services require.  

 

An Annual Registration form is attached to this document in Appendix C . This form is to be 

completed and returned to SLSNW with copies of the associated Vessels Surfguard 

Documents, by the Inspection program deadline   27th September 2018.  

 

Note: All current vessel registration forms and procedures are to be followed as per usual. 
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11. IRB Motors: 

 

Note : Please refer to the SLSA  Gear and Equipment manual for a complete list of 

approved IRB equipment,    

 

 

A. Outboard Motor 

 

I. The Restrictor device in all outboards motors MUST be fitted to ensure motors 

are operating at 25HP.  

 

II. As of July 2011, all newly purchased IRB Motors are delivered from the 

manufacturer to Clubs in a sealed condition. Clubs are to input the IRB motor 

seal numbers into Surfguard with all other motor details.  These numbers are 

listed on the seal and are also noted on the motor sealing form your club 

receives at purchase.  For further information regarding the sealing process 

please the SLSA document “IRB Outboard Motor Sealing Process” on their web 

at ,  

 

III. https://members.sls.com.au/SLSA_MembersOnline/public/document_library# 

 

IV. Older IRB Motors with no seals are not required to be sealed, and seal numbers 

are not required to be entered into Surf guard.  However, please ensure the 

purchase date is noted on the motor’s record in surf guard to avoid any 

confusions 

 

 

B. Propellers 

All IRB’s must be operated using a 4 blade Stainless steel propeller.  All 3-blade 

propellers are to be removed from service. 

 

C. Propellers Guards 

All IRB’s MUST be operated using a standard (Non hydro-foiled) propeller guard.  All 

hydro foiled propellers must be removed from service.  

 

D. Fuel Cells  

The fuel cell inlet and outlet fittings should be of machined brass. These fittings are to be 

suitably covered to minimize the chance of injury.  If cable ties are used to secure hose 

fittings, then these must be cover with tape or shrink-wrap. 
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DO NOT PRESENT LIKE THIS! 

 

 
PRESENT LIKE THIS! 
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12. ATV’s & Trailers – not compulsory (draft – bonus points for operational equipment) 

a. Essential Surfguard Information 
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Updating Gear and Equipment, Inspection Information on Surfguard  

When All Gear & Equipment has been successfully inspected, Clubs are required to update the 

Inspection Status and Date of all Successfully Inspected Equipment in Surf Guard.  

Please follow the steps below, identifying how to complete the required Gear and Equipment 

information updates on Surfguard. SLNSW requires that all Lifesaving equipment be updated into 

Surfguard by  5pm 27th  September 2018 Clubs are to notify SLSNSW via the SLSNSW online 

compliance requirements checklist facility.  (Refer SLSNW Circular 3559 issued 13/7/2018) 

Clubs failing to meet this date will be deemed Non-Compliant and potentially may not be eligible for 

certain benefits.  
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Appendix A - Sydney Branch Gear Inspection timetable 
Saturday 1 September 2018 

Club  

North Bondi BREAKFAST & 7.30 am START 

Support Ski 4  

Bondi  

Tamarama  

Bronte  

Clovelly  

Coogee  

Maroubra  

South Maroubra LUNCH BREAK 

Support Ski 3  

Surf Rescue 30  

Wanda  

Elouera  

North Cronulla  

Cronulla  

Support Ski 2  

Era  

Garie  

Burning Palms  

 

Gear Inspection Team 2018

Banks Brittaney 

Batty Michael 

Burst Peter 

Carney Peter 

Caterson James 

Causer Gregory 

Clarke Glen 

Daly Gary 

Evans Matthew 

Fillman Stuart 

Grima Keith 

Hill Graham 

Hudson Ken 

Hughes Elissa 

Hughes Kane 

Kowald David 

Pearce Margaret 

Pearce Peter 

Pryke Anita 

Shales George 

Spooner Matthew 

Torsellini Simon 

Urquhart Stephen 

Wood Mark 
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Appendix B 

 
SLS NSW Memo – Pre Season Radio Equipment Servicing 
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Appendix C 

 

SLNSW Vessel Registration Forms   

 
Extract from SLSNSW website 
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Appendix D 

 

IRB Gear Inspection Guidelines 

 

 

 


