SURF LIFE SAVING

NEW SOUTH WALES

RESCUE OF THE MONTH NOMINATION

CLUB/SERVICE Garie SLSC

DATE OF INCIDENT [22/01/2021 TIME OF INCIDENT | 14:25

NAMES OF LIFESAVERS(S)/LIFEGUARDS(S) |Garie SLSC membersJessika Hay, Louise Skjeime, Paul

~_ _i_ _

LOCATION OF INCIDENT Garie to watamolla

SURGUARD INCIDENT NUMBER (IRD)

OVERVIEW OF THE INCIDENT (LIMIT 1 PAGE)

Garie SLSC members : Jessika Hay, Louise Skjeime, Paul Cootes
SLSS Support Operations members : Duty Officers Kane Hughes and Joel Wiseman, Rescue Coordinator Matt
Spooner

At 2:47pm, the Sydney Rescue Coordinator, Matt Spooner was notified of a person last seen being washed out
to sea at Providential Point & immediately began coordinating a significant response. 2x Duty Officers Kane
Hughes and Joel Wiseman responded, along with Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter, NSW Ambulance,
police and the Garie emergency call out team

It was determined that the person was a rock fisherman, swept off the rocks in large surf. He was not wearing a
life jacket. The patients friend had run from the north point of watamolla back up to lifeguards at watamolla who
than notified surfcom, once they returned to where the man was washed off the rocks, he was no longer visible
to anyone.

The RCO tasked Garie SLSC’s Callout Team, and two RWC Jetskis from Cronulla. After deploying the IRB 30
minutes after the callout team where advised of the incident, they began the rough trip in incredibly choppy
conditions towards the north end of watamolla, roughly 2km south of watamolla the Garie IRB crew heard
screams from someone in the water, the man was clinging to a fishing pole, was incredibly weak and
deteriorating. Louise Skjeime jumped out of the IRB to help float the man while the irb was positioned to being
the patient into the boat.

The 24 year old was winched by Toll Ambulance Rescue Helicopter Rescue 206, conscious and breathing and
transported to hospital - after being in the water for an estimated 2 hours. It's believed that he had been clinging
to a floating fishing rod for some time.

This rescue also highlighted the effectiveness of a Surf Life Saving Sydney initiative, the “Back to Back” mobile
repeater, which allowed us to effectively communicate in a well known black spot.
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SURF LIFE SAVING

NEW SOUTH WALES

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN BRIEF BULLET POINT FORMAT

SKILL AND RESOURCES
APPLICATION

40%

Were the skills used correctly and appropriately as per SOP’s?

Did the rescue / incident require advanced technical skills?

Was the equipment chosen best for the conditions and skill level of the
personnel?

Was there optimal use of skills within the available personnel?

The emergency call out team were appropriately notified about the incident and the communication available to
us through the radios and the repeater greatly improved the efficiency of the task at hand.

PROCEDURES FOLLOWED
30%

Were standard operating procedures followed?

Was the safety of the rescuers involved appropriately assessed?
Was there appropriate leadership, chain of command, good scene
management, paperwork completed, follow-ups etc.?

Was the equipment utilised appropriately?

Appropriate measures were put in place due to the choppy surf conditions, a tube and a rescue swimmer was
deployed from the irb when the man was located. The chain of command through the duty officers was
extremely beneficial to us in this situation.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONDITIONS

15%

Was the incident around rocks, cliffs, or other precarious situations?
What was the size of the surf, temperature, time, visibility, weather, and
other environmental conditions at land or sea?

The incident and the location of the patient was 2km south of watamolla along the cliff face, the weather was
deteriorating with a. Storm someone in, the surf was extremely choppy.

POTENTIAL OUTCOME
10%

Would the outcome have been the same if the rescuers hadn’t intervened?

Should've the garie irb not located the man when they did there is 100% chance the patient would of drowned
not long after as the search efforts by the helicopters and marine police were focused on the north point of
watamolla, roughly 4km from where the irb located the patient

MEDIA CAPTURE/
COMMUNICATION

5%

Were opportunities maximised in terms of media exposure? If yes, please
attach article or give a brief overview of media exposure

leader.

There was a social media post on the sls syd and garie facebook page, there was also a small story in the shire
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SURF LIFE SAVING

NEW SOUTH WALES

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN BRIEF BULLET POINT FORMAT

Completed the nomination form correctly?

Checked that all nominees are proficient and members on SurfGuard?

Attached Incident Log or reference incident number from SurfGuard?

Attached any/all related media clippings?

Ojffogogcofo

Forwarded to your Branch/State by the due date?

CLUB ENDORSEMENT

NAME OF CLUB: Garie SLSC

NAME OF CLUB REPRESENTATIVE: Jessika Hay
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER

CLUB REP. POSITION/TITLE: Director of Operations

CLUB REP. PHONE NO: 0401979511 CLUB REP: EMAIL Captain@garieslsc.com.au
CLUB REP. SIGNATURE: DATE: 12/2/2021
BRANCH

NAME OF BRANCH: Sydney Branch

NAME OF BRANCH REPRESENTATIVE: Matt Spooner
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER

BRANCH REP. POSITION/TITLE: Director of Lifesaving and Education

BRANCH REP. PHONE NO: 90190722 BRANCH REP: EMAIL director_lifesaving@surflifesavingsydne

BRANCH REP. SIGNATURE: DATE: 18 February 2021

STATE/TERRITORY

STATE/TERRITORY:

NAME OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE:
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER

STATE REP. CONTACT NO: STATE REP: EMAIL

STATE REP. SIGNATURE: DATE:

Once endorsed, please send all nomination forms to: lifesaving@surflifesaving.com.au

UPDATED 14/1/2020 | Page | 3





	CLUB/SERVICE: Garie SLSC
	TIME OF INCIDENT: 14:25
	DATE OF INCIDENT: 22/01/2021
	NAME OF LIFESAVER/LIFEGUARDS: Garie SLSC membersJessika Hay, Louise Skjeime, Paul Cootes
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	LOCATION OF INCIDENT: Garie to watamolla 
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	OVERVIEW OF THE INCIDENT: Garie SLSC members : Jessika Hay, Louise Skjeime, Paul Cootes
SLSS Support Operations members : Duty Officers Kane Hughes and Joel Wiseman,  Rescue Coordinator Matt Spooner


At 2:47pm, the Sydney Rescue Coordinator, Matt Spooner was notified of a person last seen being washed out to sea at Providential Point & immediately began coordinating a significant response. 2x Duty Officers Kane Hughes and Joel Wiseman responded, along with Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter, NSW Ambulance, police and the Garie emergency call out team 

It was determined that the person was a rock fisherman, swept off the rocks in large surf. He was not wearing a life jacket. The patients friend had run from the north point of watamolla back up to lifeguards at watamolla who than notified surfcom, once they returned to where the man was washed off the rocks, he was no longer visible to anyone. 

The RCO tasked Garie SLSC’s Callout Team, and two RWC Jetskis from Cronulla. After deploying the IRB 30 minutes after the callout team where advised of the incident, they began the rough trip in incredibly choppy conditions towards the north end of watamolla, roughly 2km south of watamolla the Garie IRB crew heard screams from someone in the water, the man was clinging to a fishing pole, was incredibly weak and deteriorating. Louise Skjeime jumped out of the IRB to help float the man while the irb was positioned to being the patient into the boat.

The 24 year old was winched by Toll Ambulance Rescue Helicopter Rescue 206, conscious and breathing and transported to hospital - after being in the water for an estimated 2 hours. It’s believed that he had been clinging to a floating fishing rod for some time. 

This rescue also highlighted the effectiveness of a Surf Life Saving Sydney initiative, the “Back to Back” mobile repeater, which allowed us to effectively communicate in a well known black spot. 
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