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RESCUE OF THE MONTH NOMINATION
CLUB/SERVICE 

DATE OF INCIDENT TIME OF INCIDENT 

NAMES OF LIFESAVER(S)/LIFEGUARD(S) 

LOCATION OF INCIDENT 

SURFGUARD INCIDENT NUMBER (IRD) 

Overview of the incident (limit 1 page) 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN BRIEF BULLET POINT FORMAT 
SKILL AND RESOURCES 
APPLICATION 

40% 

Were the skills used correctly and appropriately as per SOP’s? 
Did the rescue / incident require advanced technical skills? 
Was the equipment chosen best for the conditions and skill level of the personnel? 
Was there optimal use of skills within the available personnel? 

PROCEDURES FOLLOWED 
30% 

Were standard operating procedures followed? 
Was the safety of the rescuers involved appropriately assessed? 
Was there appropriate leadership, chain of command, good scene management, paperwork 
completed, follow-ups etc.? 
Was the equipment utilised appropriately? 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
15% 

Was the incident around rocks, cliffs, or other precarious situations? 
What was the size of the surf, temperature, time, visibility, weather, and other 
environmental conditions at land or sea? 

POTENTIAL OUTCOME 
10% 

Would the outcome have been the same if the rescuers hadn’t intervened? 

MEDIA CAPTURE/ 
COMMUNICATION 
5% 

Were opportunities maximised in terms of media exposure? If yes, please attach article or 
give a brief overview of media exposure. 
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ELIGIBILITY 
• Rescues, first aids (or other lifesaving actions) conducted during or outside of patrol hours, year round, on or 

off the beach.
• All nominees are to be current members of SLSA, employees of Australian Lifeguard Service or a support 

operation service.
• All club nominations are to be received by the Branch/State or Territory on or before the applicable closing 

date.
• No late correspondence will be entered into. Late nominations will not be eligible for the

State/Territory/National Rescue of the Month, but can be recognised by the Branch or State/Territory 
independently or nominated to the SLSA Meritorious Awards program if appropriate.

• Branches may make only one (1) nomination to State centre per period, as per schedule.
• States/Territory may make only one (1) nomination to SLSA per period, as per schedule
• All nominations are to be received on the official ‘SLSA Rescue of the Month Nomination Form’. This can be 

downloaded from the member portal or obtained by contacting the SLSA or your State/Territory
Office

• States/Territory reserves the right to nominate any outstanding rescue/incident in addition to any Branch 
nomination, inside the designated time period.

• SLSA and the States/Territory reserve the right to promote details of rescues and the nominated rescuer(s) 
internally and externally in promotion of SLS services/clubs/members and the Rescue of the Month program.

• Nomination for the ‘award’ serves as agreement to the conditions as stated above. 
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Once endorsed by State, please s end all nomination forms to: 
Keiran Stone  - kstone@slsa.asn.au 

CLUB SERVICE CHECKLIST – HAVE YOU: 
Completed the nomination form correctly? 
Checked that all nominees are proficient and members on SurfGuard? 
Attached Incident Log or reference incident number from SurfGuard? 
Attached any/all related media clippings? 
Forwarded to your Branch/State by the due date? 

CLUB ENDORSEMENT 
Name of club: 
Name of club representative: 
Mr / Mrs / Miss / Other  
Club rep. position title: 
Club rep. contact phone no: Club rep. contact email: 
Club rep. signature: Date: 

BRANCH (NSW AND QLD) 
Name of branch: 
Name of branch Rep.:  
Mr / Mrs / Miss / Other 
Branch rep. position title: 
Branch rep. contact phone no: Branch rep. contact email: 
Branch rep. signature: Date: 

STATE / TERRITORY 
State / Territory: 
Name of state rep:  
Mr / Mrs / Miss / Other 
State rep. contact phone no: State rep. contact email: 
State rep. signature: Date: 


	CLUBSERVICE: Burning Palms Surf Life Saving Club
	DATE OF INCIDENT: 18/02/2018
	TIME OF INCIDENT: 12.10 pm Approx
	NAMES OF LIFESAVERSLIFEGUARDS: Patrol 3Garth Taylor (C), Peter Pearce (VC), Jarrod Phillips, Andrew Woolner, Adam Dansie, Matthew Leary, Michael Leary, Paul Leary
	LOCATION OF INCIDENT: Figure 8 Rock Pools and Burning Palms Beach
	Overview of the incident limit 1 page: Summary on Sunday 18th February 2018
1. An injury on the rocks at Figure 8 Rock Pools (F8) after being washed out of the pool and then running to safety.
2. Two people rescued at Burning Palms Beach.
3. Female treated for dehydration on the way to F8.
4. Also 75 preventative actions and 35 minor first aid cases.

Patrol was set up in the middle of the beach in a tight area to control the large numbers expected, there were rips at both ends of the beach and a rolling strong surf all was manageable. Eight members were on patrol along with an IRB.

•Phone call to patrol around 12.10 pm  from an Ambulance Officer at Garawarra Farm along with Police, RFS and Fire and Rescue asking if we knew about an incident at F8.
•Patrol briefed on the call, Patrol Captain immediately sent IRB to F8 to investigate, Ambulance did not know if the situation was in the water, on rock shelf etc.
•Patrol Captain then decided as he and one other member had shoes at the beach, without delay pick up a defib and First Aid pack and headed for the F8, Patrol Vice Captain was now in command.
•IRB called that there was nobody in the water but on the rock shelf near the F8 they could see a person laying down with 2 others assisting. 
•Vice Captain radioed Patrol Members on their way to F8 of the circumstances and Surf Com of a person on the F8 rock shelf and  that 2 patrol members were on the way with an IRB at the location. He then called the Ambulance mobile at Garawarra Farm advising what the IRB had seen. Ambulance decided to wait until our patrol members reached the injured person.
•Upon reaching, patrol members assessed the patient who had a deep cut 10cm long by 3cm deep and that members of the public had bandaged the cut, the patient was breathing and stable, had colour and was talking, they redressed the cut and assured him that he would be okay. They radioed this information to vice-captain who contacted Ambulance at the Farm with the outcome requesting a helicopter as patient could not walk out. Ambulance advised that 2 medics would leave the Farm and when they reach patient will assess the situation for a helicopter. Surf Com monitored all coms.
•Medics reached the patrol on the beach after some time and were directed to the F8.
•Whilst all was happening Polair 2 arrived on scene and commenced circling the F8 and beach, vice-captain called Ambulance at the Farm with an update on the patient and that the medics had arrived at the beach.
•Polair 2 contacted vice-captain asking for an update on the patient he was informed of the latest and that medics had left the beach and were on the way around to F8. He then advised would land above the F8 and wait for the medics and could possibly assist with extraction, information passed to Surf Com and Ambulance at the Farm by phone.
•While this was happening crowds were building up on the beach as some were concerned to visit the F8, also the patrol was walking the beach advising that the F8 pools were closed. At this time there were around 50 in the water between the flags and around 200 plus on the beach when 2 people appeared in the rip on the south end of the patrol area, they were rescued by tube and rescue board, then assessed and were fine.
•Medics eventually arrived at the F8 they were delayed as they assessed a dehydrated women on the way. There were regular coms with the patrol members at F8 and patient updates. 
• Medics assessed the patient and advised Ambulance Coms that an extraction was needed. Polair 2 was advised and talked to our members at F8 that they could not winch but could possibly land on the rock shelf and load the patient but considering the surf and wave strength they would only have around 30 sec to do this. After consideration it was decided by all this was not an option. Surf Com monitored all. Polair 2 left the area.
•Duty Officer in conjunction with Surf Com decided to use Westpac. It was decided to winch from F8 and take the patient to Garie to meet an Ambulance. Westpac was off Garie when it was call off, an Ambulance Helicopter was now attending but with no ETA.
•Vice-Captain reacted to this decision with Surf Com, having 2 members at F8 for 4 hours now with no shade, little water and no food, he was concerned about their wellbeing, he was in regular coms with them and they were fine but he felt that if Ambulance Helicopter was delayed this would cause concerns. It was agreed with Surf Com and Westpac pilot that they would continue to F8 and remain in the area until the patient was winched out and our members returned back to the beach. This assistance was appreciated.
•Our members assisted with the extraction and started back to the beach where they assisted another patrol member with a woman who had dehydration, the medics assessed the patient and after a rest walked her up the 2.5K track to the farm and waiting ambulance.
•All packed up the beach and IRB, signed off at around 4.30pm and left the beach at 5.00pm.








	SURFGUARD INCIDENT NUMBER IRD: 57345
	Name of club representative Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other:  Mr Peter M Pearce OAM
	Club rep position title:  Honorary Secretary
	Club rep contact phone no:  0419133990
	Club rep contact email:  info@burningpalmsslsc.com.au
	Date: 4/3/2018
	Name of branch: SLS Sydney Branch
	Name of branch Rep Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other: Simon Torsellini
	Branch rep position title: Director of Lifesaving and Education
	Branch rep contact phone no: 90190722 Branch office
	Branch rep contact email: lifesaving@surflifesavingsydney.com.au
	Date_2: 7th March 2018
	State  Territory: 
	Name of state rep Mr  Mrs  Miss  Other: 
	State rep contact phone no: 
	State rep contact email: 
	Date_3: 
	Text1: Skills and Resources were applied in a remote environment to treat a patient with a severe cut/laceration on the right calf muscle which was 10cm long and 3cm deep and was open about 1.2 cm at the widest point. Also scrapes to his right arm. Due to location could not walk out. The beach remained patrolled whilst the incident took place.
Skills were used correctly and appropriately - 
. Priorities were identified and communicated to all. Clear roles were allocated to the Patrol team.
. Radio communications were relayed or monitored by Surf Com, Westpac Lifesaver 21 and Polair 2, mobile phone to Ambulance.
. One member had a Senior First Aid Award.
. Rescues used rescue board and tube.
Correct Equipment used -
. Roving patrol of 2 members took lifesaving equipment to the accident scene.
. All personnel used their training and equipment correctly, moved the patient to higher ground, administered first aid, monitored the patient for at least 2 hours until Medics arrived.
. Remaining patrol members used SLSA equipment for rescues.

	Text2: . Safety procedures were followed and risks constantly assessed by the Patrol Vice Captain, hence the time 2 Patrol Members were at F8 was becoming a concern and this was addressed.
. Patrol equipment was prepared and ready.
. Patrol was clear and calm about roles and responsibilities.
. Scene was managed in a remote area with crowds and aircraft activities.
. Patrol Vice Captain stayed at the beach. He is a senior member experienced in rescue activities and ensured that resources were allocated effectively.
. Safety and Risk Management was a clear priority at all times. PPE was worn at all times at F8 (exposed to sun, no shade) and beach.
. Debrief was carried out at the end of patrol to reflect on performance and learnings.
	Text3: . Burning Palms beach is located 2.5 km from the nearest road access point. The accessible way to the beach is by bush walking track in poor condition.
. F8 Rock Pools are a further 1.5 km from Burning Palms beach - along and over rocks, poor visibility from Burning Palms and to communicate the only way is radio on Repeater Channel 3, as it is out of line of sight - no mobile communication is available.
. Weather on the day was hot, sunny with large powerful surf breaking over the rock ledge and dangerous for anybody near the pools.
	Text4: . The patient after 4 hours was lifted out by Ambulance Helicopter, his injury was not life threatening.
. Given the location of Burning Palms and F8 pools, our involvement was necessary as we assured and made sure the patient was stable waiting on Medics to attend, re-assess and arrange the helicopter evacuation.
. The dehydrated person was a concern as it was a hot day and the lack of water in the area did not assist her situation.
, The people rescued by the patrol on the beach were shown how a rip works and shown where to swim between the red and yellow flags.
. The 75 preventative actions and 35 minor first aid were at F8 pools and Burning Palms beach. First Aid was  all caused from being pushed across the rock face at F8 by powerful seas on the day.
	Text5: . The rescue had no media coverage at all to our knowledge.

. In the past this location has attracted exposure to the media in large amounts.
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