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RESCUE OF THE MONTH NOMINATION 
CLUB/SERVICE  

DATE OF INCIDENT  TIME OF INCIDENT  

NAMES OF LIFESAVERS(S)/LIFEGUARDS(S)  

LOCATION OF INCIDENT  

SURGUARD INCIDENT NUMBER (IRD)  

OVERVIEW OF THE INCIDENT (LIMIT 1 PAGE) 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN BRIEF BULLET POINT FORMAT 

SKILL AND RESOURCES 
APPLICATION  

40% 

Were the skills used correctly and appropriately as per SOP’s?  
Did the rescue / incident require advanced technical skills?  
Was the equipment chosen best for the conditions and skill level of the 
personnel?  
Was there optimal use of skills within the available personnel? 

 

 

 

PROCEDURES FOLLOWED 

30% 

Were standard operating procedures followed?  
Was the safety of the rescuers involved appropriately assessed?  
Was there appropriate leadership, chain of command, good scene 
management, paperwork completed, follow-ups etc.?  
Was the equipment utilised appropriately? 

 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONDITIONS  

15% 

Was the incident around rocks, cliffs, or other precarious situations?  
What was the size of the surf, temperature, time, visibility, weather, and 
other environmental conditions at land or sea? 

 

 

 

POTENTIAL OUTCOME  

10% 

Would the outcome have been the same if the rescuers hadn’t intervened? 

 

 

 

MEDIA CAPTURE/ 
COMMUNICATION  

5% 

Were opportunities maximised in terms of media exposure? If yes, please 
attach article or give a brief overview of media exposure 
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PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN BRIEF BULLET POINT FORMAT 

Completed the nomination form correctly? 

Checked that all nominees are proficient and members on SurfGuard? 

Attached Incident Log or reference incident number from SurfGuard? 

Attached any/all related media clippings? 

Forwarded to your Branch/State by the due date? 

CLUB ENDORSEMENT 

NAME OF CLUB: 

NAME OF CLUB REPRESENTATIVE: 
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER 

CLUB REP. POSITION/TITLE: 

CLUB REP. PHONE NO: CLUB REP: EMAIL 

CLUB REP. SIGNATURE: DATE: 

BRANCH 

NAME OF BRANCH: 

NAME OF BRANCH REPRESENTATIVE: 
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER 

BRANCH REP. POSITION/TITLE: 

BRANCH REP. PHONE NO: BRANCH REP: EMAIL 

BRANCH REP. SIGNATURE: DATE: 

STATE/TERRITORY 

STATE/TERRITORY: 

NAME OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE: 
MR/MRS/MISS/OTHER 

STATE REP. CONTACT NO: STATE REP: EMAIL 

STATE REP. SIGNATURE: DATE: 

Once endorsed, please send all nomination forms to: lifesaving@surflifesaving.com.au 

Sydney Branch

Matt Spooner

Director of Lifesaving and Education

director_lifesaving@surflifesavingsydney.com.au

19/4/2021
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	Check Box6: Yes
	CLUB/SERVICE: Bondi SLSC
	DATE OF INCIDENT: 23 March 2021
	TIME OF INCIDENT: 1pm
	NAME OF LIFESAVER/LIFEGUARDS: Richard Nicholas & Courtney Date
	LOCATION OF INCIDENT: Colo River - NSW Flood Operations
	SURFGUARD INCIDENT NUMBER: 69894
	OVERVIEW OF THE INCIDENT: Following the NSW Sydney Rain event the Colo, Nepean and Hawksbury Rivers exceeded the Major Flood Class Levels, the scope and intensity of the flooding had not been seen in a generation. Communities along the Colo River and along the Putty Road found themselves isolated in the rapidly rising waters, with the potential for some properties to be inundated causing a significant risk to life. The State Emergency Service commenced an evacuation of approximately 200 persons from 120 properties in the impacted area. 
 
The weather was poor with deteriorating visibility and heavy rainfall, the rivers were in full flood with the swift water running at 12 to 15 knots in places. The water contained much hazardous debris including trees, downed power poles, and other large hazardous items including cars.
 
In order to evacuate the community a fleet of rescue boats were dispatched, included in this was a Marine Rescue NSW 6.8 metre vessel, and numerous NSW SES and Surf Life Saving vessels. 
 
During the boat evacuations, conditions on the rivers were extremely hazardous. It was noted boats were taking between 45 minutes to an hour to move upstream and less than 15 minutes to return indicating the speed of the water. 

At approximately 1pm, a Marine Rescue NSW vessel and its crew of three (3) were transporting two (2) adult and two (2) small children evacuees when it became caught on a cable which pulled the vessel over onto its side in the swift water, at which point it rapidly filled with water and capsized shortly after. Two (2) crew members were ejected into the water and managed to hold onto the hull. The other crew member and the four (4) evacuees were then trapped upside-down in the upturned boat.
 
On seeing this unfold the crews of an SES Boat and a Bondi SLSC Inflatable Rescue Boat, crewed by Richard Nicholas and Courtney Date sped to assist.  The Crew of the SES boat used their craft to try and prevent the Marine Rescue Vessel being washed away with the five (5) persons inside, with a crew member and Courtney Date from Bondi IRB jumping into the water to attempt to rescue the now trapped persons.
 
The water was cold and still moving quickly, visibility was low and there was much debris including the item that had originally capsized the vessel. To enter the water was extremely hazardous however the SES member and Courtney Date did so without regard for their own safety, as in doing so there was a real and present risk to their lives. 
 
The two (2) adult evacuees managed to exit the submerged boat and were recovered into another SES rescue boat.
 
The SES Crew member and Courtney Date made numerous attempts to enter the upturned hull by ducking under the water being totally immersed. Visibility was zero and the boat was being washed downstream. Together they eventually managed to reach inside the hull and pulled a trapped child out by their legs.  The second child was then pushed down out of the submerged hull by the other crew member whilst he himself was trapped inside. The children were recovered into rescue boats. The crew member then swam out of the hull being the last person to be recovered.
 
This rescue was extremely hazardous and was conducted in extremely difficult conditions, Without the swift, decisive and courageous actions of Courtney Date, Richard Nicholas in his ability to control the craft to allow Courtney Date to effect the rescues, and their emergency services counterparts, this incident could have resulted in the fatalities of those trapped.

	SKILL AND RESOURCES APPLICATION: - The skills used by Nicholas and Date were used correctly in the circumstances and their actions saved the lives of other emergency services personnel and already vulnerable evacuees, some being children. 
- The rescue was conducting in conditions somewhat unfamiliar to Surf Life Saving members and posed great risk to the safety of the members involved given the debris, fast moving water and low visibility. The skills required to maneuverer the IRB into a position to rescue the persons involved and the ability of Courtney Date to be submerged in the fast flowing flood water is above and beyond their training and required extreme technical skills. 
- The equipment chosen was the only suitable equipment given the fast flowing water and debris.
	PROCEDURES FOLLOWED: - Standard operating procedures were followed in that the crew was adequately equipped with their PPE including Lifejackets. The crews were operating alongside SES members to ensure their safety and familiarity with the flood waters. 
- The safety of the rescuer, Courtney Date, whilst risky was appropriately assessed and was the only means of rescuing the children and adults stranded within the capsized hull. He did so alongside a well trained and familiar SES flood rescue operative and saved the lives of those involved. 
- The members were appropriately instructed on scene by the SES members and whilst chaotic under the circumstances, the crews worked seamlessly together as they had been across the entire operation. This rescue was the epitome of inter-agency collaboration. 
- The crew members underwent a debrief of the situation with the SLS Duty Officer on scene, James McLennan who was the Forward Commander alongside the SES Commander.  

	ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS: - The weather was poor with deteriorating visibility and heavy rainfall, the rivers were in full flood with the swift water running at 12 to 15 knots in places. 
- The water contained much hazardous debris including trees, downed power poles, and other large hazardous items including cars.
	POTENTIAL OUTCOME: - The outcome of the incident would have certainly, in the opinion of all agencies involved, resulted in the fatalities of the persons trapped under the capsized vessel should the rescuers had not intervened. 
	MEDIA CAPTURE/COMMUNICATION: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9392053/Rescue-boat-carrying-young-children-capsizes-raging-floodwaters-destroyed-home.html

https://www.surflifesaving.com.au/news/lifesavers-rescue-flood-emergency
	NAME OF CLUB: Surf Life Saving Sydney
	NAME OF CLUB REP: Mr Jackson Towns
	CLUB REP POSITION/TITLE: Support Operations Manager
	CLUB REP PHONE: 0452 579 648
	CLUB REP EMAIL: som@surflifesavingsydney.com.au
	CLUB ENDORSEMENT DATE: 18/04/2021
	CLUB REP SIGNATURE: 
	NAME OF BRANCH: 
	NAME OF BRANCH REP: 
	BRANCH REP POSITION/TITLE: 
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	BRANCH ENDORSEMENT DATE: 
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	STATE/TERRITORY: 
	NAME OF STATE REP: 
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	STATE REP SIGNATURE: 


